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Our Mission 

To worship God, to seek 

the way of Christ, to grow 

as an inviting, caring, and 

challenging community of 

adults, youth, and 

children, in response to 

God's unconditional love 

that transcends all human 

distinctions and summons 

us to make a difference in 

the World. 

Our Diversity Statement 

As beloved children of God, 

we welcome all persons to 

join our family of faith as 

full participants, regardless 

of age, race or ethnicity, 

national origin, gender, 

marital status, sexual 

orientation, mental or 

physical ability, economic 

status, differences of 

thought and expression, or 

any other human 

condition. We celebrate 

and find strength in our 

diversity. 
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Greetings from Fairmount 

Sunday, March 2 

10 a.m. in Andersen Hall, 9:30 a.m. breakfast 

All are invited to the annual congregational meeting.  We will engage in a Bible 

study, hear the “State of the Church” from Pastor Derek, vote on the pastors’ terms  

of call, receive a report from Pastor Eric following his exciting mission study, and 

conduct some necessary business. Childcare and Children’s Education (thank you, 

teachers!) will be offered so parents can attend this important meeting. 

Congregational Meeting 

Winter Sermon Series:                  

Core Stories of the Old Testament  

How do we reconcile the God of the Old 

Testament with the God revealed in the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? Are 

there themes that connect the gospel   

narrative with the stories of the God of 

the Hebrew Scriptures? Is the story of the 

Creation still relevant in our modern,   

scientific world? Does God still call     

people today, as God called Abram and 

Sarai? Do concepts of exodus and a 

promised land still have a place in global 

community, and what do we do with a 

God who smites some to save others? 

These and other questions will be asked 

as part of our Winter Sermon Series: Core 

Stories of the Old Testament.  All are   

invited to come to worship (at 8:30 a.m. 

or  

 

 

 

 

 

 

or 11 a.m.) and adult education (at 10 

a.m.) beginning Sunday, January 19, to 

wrestle with these and other questions as 

we prepare for the Season of Lent. 
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A Note from Pastor Eric About the Mission Study Leave Plan 

 

In keeping with its desire to develop a greater focus 

for our mission activity, the Session, acting on a      

recommendation from the Personnel Committee, has 

granted me a month long Mission Study Leave to   

travel and visit with congregations around the country 

who are doing interesting mission programs.           

Resources for this will come from a special fund. 

I will be away from Fairmount from Monday, January 

20th to Friday, February 14th.  During that time I will 

be visiting congregations in San Francisco, CA;        

Atlanta, GA; Greenville, SC; Ashville, NC; Baltimore, 

MD; Washington DC; Philadelphia, PA and      

Youngstown, OH.  I will also be spending some time 

with the Presbyterian Hunger and Peacemaking pro-

grams at our national headquarters in Louisville, KY. 

The point of these visits isn’t to get blueprints for 

what works in other congregations, but to gain insight 

into methods and best practices used to identify    

congregational mission efforts and engage members 

in living out the mission of Jesus Christ in our own 

context.  I will make a brief initial presentation during 

  

 

 

 

 

 

the Annual Meeting on Sunday, March 2nd. At that 

time I will invite all who are interested to gather for a 

more detailed presentation about my conversations 

with these other congregations, and to begin a wider 

conversation about where we feel the Spirit of Christ 

calling us to make a difference in the world. 

I am deeply grateful for this time, for the opportunity 

I will have to enjoy a different pace and to engage in 

different kinds of conversations that will fill me up for 

our road ahead.  We will have a lot to talk about after I 

get back.  I look forward to those conversations that I 

hope will help us to be the difference Cleveland needs 

right now. 

As reported at the congregational gathering on June 

16, 2013, your Session voted June 5th to support the 

recommendation of the task force that was  

commissioned to look at alternatives for the former 

manse.  The motion that passed authorized the task 

force to pursue a negotiated proposal with a third    

party for the transfer, removal, and relocation of the 

building and retention of the land.  While only a few 

potential third parties have inquired so far, the task 

force continues on behalf of the Session to pursue a 

proposal for the transfer, removal, and relocation of 

the building and retention of the land. This                

opportunity will remain open until June 30, 2014, if 

necessary. 

As the task force pursues a buyer, your Session will 

undertake the important process of identifying        

potential uses for our church grounds and buildings 

that line up with our church’s vision and values. The 

question that will drive this discernment process is 

how we could better use all our property to further the 

mission and ministry of the church, while benefiting 

the neighborhood we have been called to serve. 

If an agreement is not reached to transfer and relocate 

the former manse by June 30, 2014, the Session will 

have to consider another alternative for the building.  

While it was the task force’s recommendation that the 

alternative be the removal and demolition of the 

building on or before December 31, 2014, any          

alternative will require the approval of Session and 

perhaps the Presbytery.  Prior to voting on a second 

alternative, the Session will communicate the          

recommendation to the congregation with an           

opportunity for open dialogue. 

While it has become clear that the future of the former 

manse is a topic that stirs up a variety of emotions, it 

has also been my observation that everyone involved 

in the process has the same goal: a bright future for 

Fairmount Presbyterian Church.  In that Spirit I ask 

that you pray for your elected leaders as they continue 

to faithfully serve God and the church. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Derek 

An Update on the Former Manse 
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 Fond Memories of December’s Christmas Musical! 

Thank you to all of the children, parents, volunteers and the entire congregation for supporting last year’s 

Christmas musical with your time, talent and mission giving.  The children’s choirs brought the wonder and 

beauty of the Christmas story to life through song and story! 

 Children’s Ministries 
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Children’s and Family Ministries 

Bringing Up Babies!                                             

February 7 

With childcare generously provided by our Parents 

Night Out leaders, the Bringing Up Babies group   

invites you to join us for a night out on Friday,      

February  7th. The group will have dinner at Edwins 

Restaurant in Shaker Square. Edwins’ mission is to 

give formerly incarcerated adults a foundation in the 

hospitality industry while providing a support        

network necessary for successful re-entry into the 

work force. They teach a skilled trade in the culinary 

arts, empower willing minds through passion for the 

hospitality industry and prepare students for a     

transition into the world of business professionals. 

For more information about Edwins, please visit 

http://edwinsrestaurant.org/restaurant/ . 

Dinner reservations will be at 6:30 p.m.  Please RSVP 

by January 31st to  maribeth.crawford@gmail.com, 

or by calling the church office. We hope you will join 

us for a fun night of food, fellowship, and fun! 

Faith at Home in Lent                                         

Sundays March 9 - April 13 

Save the dates and watch for more information about 

our Bible Stories at Home resources for families 

in Lent.  Through the imagination and wonder of 

Ralph Milton’s Story Bible, Year A, parents can help 

children enjoy stories at home that we will also be 

exploring in Sunday worship.  Children will also have 

special opportunities to more actively participate in 

worship as part of this Lenten series. Copies of this 

Children’s Story Bible will be available for order or 

for check-out from the Church library.  Watch the 

February bulletin and E-updates for more details! 

 

 

Fairmount Parents Night Out!                        

February 7  

We are lighting up Fairmount on the first Friday in 

February with a Valentines theme!  Parents, bring 

your children to church for a fun night at no cost to 

you.  Feel free to invite friends out and encourage 

them to sign up their children as well! 

Who:  Children aged infant - 9 years 

When:  February 7th, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Where: Andersen Hall, Ganson Room and Church 

Nursery 

RSVP names and ages by February 4th to the church 

office:  216-321-5800.  Questions?  Contact Laura 

Desmond: lauradesmond.cleve@gmail.com    

 

http://edwinsrestaurant.org/restaurant/
mailto:lauradesmond.cleve@gmail.com
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Youth Ministries and Young Adult Ministries 

CONFIRMATION (8th and 9th Graders) 

Usually 10:00 - 10:50 on Sunday mornings 

 

This first semester with this Confirmation class was 

AMAZING.  We are sure the awesome nature of our 

conversations will continue as we begin preparations 

for creating and writing our faith statements.  

 

Upcoming Class Schedule 

1/12 - Why did Jesus get baptized?  Why do we get 

baptized? 

1/19 - What is the Holy Spirit? 

1/26 - What is the Holy Spirit? Part II 

2/2 - What is Worship? 

2/9 - Can I be a Christian without going to church? 

2/14 - Bethany and Friday Night Fun (See Bethany 

article for details) 

2/16 - What does it mean to eat “the body of Christ”? 

2/23 - Preparing and running the Youth Auction 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

First & third Sundays of every month 

January 19th, February 2nd,  February 16th 

5:00pm—6:30pm 

 

All our youth (and your friends!) are invited to join   

us in the youth room at 5:00 for dinner, followed by 

great conversation and ridiculously good fun. After 

dinner, each night is different — sometimes we've got 

work to do, sometimes it's all silly games — but you 

can count on a really good time with great people.  

The February 16th gathering is especially important, 

as we'll be doing a lot of work to prepare for the  

Youth Mission Auction to benefit our Dominican    

Republic trip, which happens the next Sunday (see 

page 7). We can use all the help we can get, but we'd 

especially like to see all of our youth joining us on that 

trip. 

 

Bethany & Friday Night Fun 

Second Friday of every month                               

January 10th, February 14th, 

 5:00pm—9:00pm 

We'll meet in the church parking lot at 5:00, and 

make our way to Bethany Presbyterian Church on the 

west side to help them prepare and serve a hot meal 

for some of our neighbors in need. After we clean up, 

we'll head back east, grab dinner, and head out for 

some evening fun — something different each month! 

We'll swing by church before dinner, so just let us 

know if you have schedule issues. Please bring a few 

bucks for dinner. 

Young Adult Ministries 
 

Theology on Tap 

Third Wednesday of every month                         

January 15th, February 19th, 7:00pm                      

The Tavern Company, 2260 Lee Road 

 

Welcome to the return of Theology on Tap! Our 

Young Adult group will be getting together for a time 

of good food, discussion, and fellowship. Anthony 

will provide an article or news story to start the dis-

cussion. Feel free to just show up. To get on the    

mailing list for articles, let Anthony know,                        

anthony@fairmountchurch.org. 
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Faith and Fellowship 

Faithful Lives Film Series 

Friday, February 14th, 6:30 p.m.                        

in the Ganson Room 

Movie: 42, starring Chadwick Boseman as Jackie 

Robinson and Harrison Ford as Branch Rickey,      

released 4/12/2013 

Come to enjoy a good movie and an even better      

discussion! The popcorn is pretty good, too. 

2014 FPC Women’s Retreat 

“OUR POWER WITHIN” 

Saturday January 25th- Sunday January 26th 

Red Maple Inn in Burton, OH  

Cost for overnight: $100 Cost for day only: $30 

All women of the church are invited! Membership not 

required! 

Never attended before? Looking forward to seeing 
you this year. Come for the day or join us overnight! 
This weekend getaway is a wonderful time to meet 
new friends, rekindle friendships, participate in Bible 
study, have lively discussions and relax at the       
beautiful Red Maple Inn! Hurry to reserve your spot! 
Contact Denice Benton at 216-283-5475 or  

deniceb@sbcglobal.net  

Fairmounters Events 

The Fairmounters hold a series of monthly gatherings 

to promote fellowship of Fairmount members, 

friends and visitors. 

January                                                                     

One World Ethnic Dinner 

Date: January 25th Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Where: Home of Joel and Jean Rathbone, 5584 

Turnberry Lane, Highland Heights  

What to bring: Your ethnic heritage dish to share, 

beverages BYOB 

RSVP: Email jrathbone12@gmail.com or phone   440

-446-1720 

February                                                                   

Murder Mystery 

Date: February 15th Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Home of Amy and Bryan Seekely, 332     

Longspur Road, Highland Heights 

What to bring: Pot luck, beverages provided 

What to wear: Dress as your assigned character 

RVSP by Feb. 9th to get your character assignment; 

email Bseek57@aol.com or phone 440-461-4264 

General Announcements 

Building Use Requests 

Are you looking to schedule a meeting or event at the 

church? If so, please fill out our online request form 

at www.fairmountchurch.org. Click on ‘resources’, 

then ‘church forms’, and finally on the ‘building use 

request’.  

Birthdays*          
1/1    Peter Adams            

1/1    J.B.  Richey             

1/3   Luke Case                

1/5   Marilyn Bachman 

1/5   Barb Gordon           

1/8   Phyllis Martis        

1/9   Shirley Wolf          

1/10 Megan Bennett     

1/10 Millie Yoder          

1/12 Randy Gordon      

1/15 Marias Hawley    

1/16 Barbara Richardson     

1/18 Jim Bayman        

1/20 Gann Roberts       

1/21  Betty James        

1/22  Ruth Fiordalis   

1/24  Marjorie Kitchell 

1/24  Joanne Neville   

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

1/26 Carl Withers        

1/27  Bill Kiser              

1/27  Edna Strnad        

1/29 Judy Forward      

1/31  Nancy Carpenter 

1/31  Maria Heckaman 

1/31  Judy Steehler      

1/31  Jenny Withers          

* Birthdays are listed every 

five years, beginning with the 

40th, and then every  year,  

beginning with the 70th.   

Anniversaries*                                       
1/3    Jessica and Robert Dimick (10)                           

1/10  Elizabeth and Gregory Hackett (10)                

1/22  Caroline and Lee Weingart (20)  

*Anniversaries are listed every five years until the 50th, when 

they are listed every  year. 

mailto:deniceb@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jrathbone12@gmail.com
http://www.fairmountchurch.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6tSfwZwsyEIgeM&tbnid=u3qqINUCuCJ9eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftamilpaingili.blogspot.com%2F2011_09_01_archive.html&ei=9xCYUrT2O8XuoATRjoCoCw&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cGU&p
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Mission                                                            Adult Education 

Outreach Mission Council 

Holiday Angels was a RESOUNDING Success! 

Many thanks to all of you for your generous support 

of our participation in the Holiday Angels program.  

Fairmount helped to make sure hundreds of children 

in the Heights area had a joyful Christmas.  We were 

given 35 children to purchase gifts for this year, and 

all of those flew off the tree the first Sunday they were 

up.  Next year we will try to get more, so more of you 

can enjoy the experience of buying presents for     

children in need. 

In addition to the gifts, we provided 188 pounds of 

food to the Heights Emergency Food Center. 

Volunteers needed to bag food, stock shelves 

at Heights Emergency Food Center 

The recent cutbacks in the SNAP program have 

caused tremendous problems for the poor and      

hungry in our community.  The Heights Emergency 

Food Center has seen an increased demand for      

services and is in need of able-bodied volunteers who 

can   assist in bagging groceries and stocking shelves.  

Their hours of operation are: 

Monday, 4:00-6:00 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday,     

9:00-11:30 a.m.; Thursday, 9:00 am - 2:30 p.m., and       
the last two Thursdays of the month, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

If you have time and the ability to volunteer, call the 

Food Center at 216-381-0707 for more information. 

Youth Mission Auction 

Sunday, February 23rd, noon-2 p.m. 

Our young people and their parents will be putting on 

an auction to raise funds for our trip to the              

Dominican Republic this summer. Starting just after 

the 11:00 service, we'll have a live and silent auction 

for a variety of great lots, including items donated 

from members of the congregation and community. 

This is the major fundraising event for our summer 

mission trip: We're trying to raise at least $15,000! 

So please, come out and be generous! 

For details, to help out, or to donate something for 

the auction, contact Eric Dillenbeck 

(edillenbeck@fairmountchurch.org) or Anthony 

Sorace (anthony@fairmountchurch.org). 

New Theological Book Group 

Interested in reading books that explore the nature of 

God and gathering to discuss and explore them with 

others?  Join us for a new monthly study group.  We 

will meet the third Wednesday of the month starting 

at 7 p.m. January 15 in the Chilcote North Room. 

Through both lay and staff leadership, we will read 

one book per  month.  The winter/spring reading list 

will be given out at our January 15 gathering.        

Contact Betsy Wooster, Director of Spiritual For-

mation, or church member Nicole Bush for infor-

mation. 

Sacred Music 101 with Moncrief  

Wednesdays in February                                   

from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the chapel 

Bob Moncrief, Minister of Music, is offering a         

four-hour historical survey of hymns, starting with 

plainchant and ending with the most recent hymn 

compositions. It will include the great hymns of     

Luther, the psalmody of Calvin, the influence of    

composers such as Bach and Ralph Vaughan         

Williams, Welsh hymns, folk hymns, black spirituals, 

and world hymns. Come and gather near the piano in 

the chapel! 

FAIRMOUNT                                     
PROGRAM & SUPPORT STAFF 

 
Rev. Derek Starr Redwine — Senior Pastor 
Rev. Eric R. Dillenbeck — Associate Pastor 
Betsy Wooster — Director of Spiritual Formation 
Robert L. Moncrief — Minister of Music 
Amy Carlson — Hand Bell Director 
Barbara Lang — Angel Choir Director 
Peggy Quarles — Early Childhood Coordinator 
Anthony Sorace — Director of Youth and            
Young Adult Ministries 
Nancy Cochrane — Church Administrator 
Christine Winters — Office Manager 
Ann Randall — Financial Secretary 
Michael Ervin, Leeron Hines, Antonio Bohannon — 
Custodians 
Sharon Gay — Housekeeping 
Magella Roserie — Toddler and Infant Care 
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2013 - 2014 Music at Fairmount 

 

The Choir of The College of William and Mary                

(Bob Moncrief's alma mater) 

Sunday, March 16,  

at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

Housing needed for 60 singers -- let us know if you 

can help! 

Congregational Mardi Gras 

Party 

Friday, February 28, at 6:30 p.m. 

The Erie Heights Brass Ensemble 

will provide Dixieland music while 

we dine in Andersen Hall,  and 

swing music for dancing in the     

dining room  — with instructors — 

after dinner. Food will be provided; 

contributions will be gladly accept-

ed. Come and join the fun for the 

whole family! 

Beethoven Mass in C and Choral Fantasia,  

Fairmount Choir and Orchestra,  

with Halida Dinova, pianist 

Sunday, March 9, 4:00 PM, Sanctuary 

Orchestra comes to Fairmount for the inspiring Mass in C and 

the splendid Choral Fantasia, featuring the virtuosity of       

pianist Halida Dinova. Sponsored by the Eleanor R. Baird 

Music Fund. 

Ruggles and Schantz 

Sunday, April 6th, Brunch at noon; recitals starting at 1:15 PM 

Dr. Richard Ruggles is remembered for his love of the Fairmount 

Music Ministry, with Timothy Robson playing the Ruggles organ in 

the chapel, and music intern Daniel Parks playing the Schantz     

organ in the sanctuary.   


